SAFE CUSTODY
When they saw me more drenched than before, the
good people made quite a scene: though I could not
understand what they said, they seemed to know at
once what had happened and to be indignant with
Nature for swelling the rill. Their manner was so
excited and their indictment so fierce that Hubert
and I could scarcely forbear to smile, and I remember
thinking that they would have got on with Xerxes,
who had the sea whipped and had fetters cast into
its deeps, because his bridge had been broken by the
force of its waves.
However, there was nothing to be done, and ten
minutes later I drove the Rolls out of the steading
and on to the fast-drying road.
Though we were close to Haydn within the hour,
it was nearly ten o'clock that morning before we had
taken up positions which would subserve the purpose
for which we had come. Though Olivia had made us
a map, we never, of course, had set eyes on the castle
before and were forced to reconnoitre its surroundings
with infinite care. In the end, however, we did very
well
There was but one entrance to the castle, and
seventy yards from this rose a grass-grown mound.
I do not think it was natural, but rather was all that
was left of some ancient fortification, commanding
the castle's approach; for the drive went curling
around it, before dropping into a bottom or low-lying
brake. On the top of the mound was a hollow, some
two feet deep and wide enough to have covered a
dozen men: and since the grass was uncropped, we
could lie in this cup at our ease, yet have no fear of
peering over its rim.
So much for ourselves. But such a post would have
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